Highlights

Hationwide
screenings of
Silence. Film

was his call-
ing card.

Finalist in
Fox's On the
Lot competi-
tion.

1st look 3
picture deal
with Dream-
works Pic-
tures.
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Tieuel Legacy

presents...

Frame2Frame

Lights...Camera...Silence

Lights...Camera...Silence

One season and 12,000
film submissions ago,
Fox Television and
power filmmakers Ste-
ven Spielberg and Mark
Burnet announced their
intention to create the
filmmaker’s version of
American Idol entitled
On the Lot. To filmmak-
ers, it was the opportu-
nity to display every skill
attained in during their
amateur careers. Those
techniques often include
low budgets and 18-hour
filming days often called

pregnancy and various situations that come

with it. Following rave reviews, the director

Mateen’s eye for detail.

“guerilla filmmaking”. When professional

filmmakers often have permits and elaborate
sets, guerillas may steal shots and create
makeshift sets that only last as long as the
shoot. With no exception, a short film enti-
tled Silence found its way to the website for
the newly created reality Fox series. It de-
tails a young woman faced with teenage

that the gritty 7o's films like
French Connection and Dog
Day Afternoon nearly define
him as they were both filmed
in the heart of New York.
“Spike, Woody Allen, and
Scorcese all captured New
York accurately in their own
way.” As he describes film-
ing in New York, I can’t help

but to dream about what it is
like to shoot amongst the
towering buildings, concrete
jungles, and bright lights.
Instead, most of us have to
settle by watching films like
Silence. It was a labor of
love as his cousin Dan New-
ell stepped in to finance a
large portion of the film. “It

of the film received the
greonlight to take part
in this million-dollar
opportunity. It did not
hurt that Silence won
over a dozen awards at
80 festivals prior to the
submission. Enter the
director Mateen Ke-
met. The writer/
director makes his way
to the opposite side of
the lens and his smile
resonates as he is
ecstatic to be a part of
the potential wind-
fall.

Mateen was born in the Bronx borough of
New York. As a young adult he moved to
Oakland, CA in an attempt to steer clear of
any major trouble. After listening to his dia-
logue, I realized that he is a hybrid of both.
locations as he mixes catchy phrases from
each. However, he clearly maintains the fact

took me two years to lens
Silence as the thesis for my
master's degree. We shot it
on 16mm film and I was for-
tunate to win the coveted
Director's Guild Award as a
result of our strenuous
work.”
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